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EXHIBIT ON NUCLEAR ABOLITION AND HUMAN SECURITY TO OPEN AT RADHUSGALLERIET (OSLO CITY HALL)

Oslo, April 6, 2009: “From a Culture of Violence to a Culture of Peace: Transforming the Human Spirit,” an exhibition linking nuclear abolition and human security, will be held at the Radhusgalleriet from April 14 to 22, 2009. The exhibition and related seminar are organized by Soka Gakkai International (SGI), the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO) and the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI). 
On Wednesday April 15, an opening reception for the exhibition will be held at 4 pm to be attended by representatives of the diplomatic corps and peace and disarmament NGOs. 
Parallel with the exhibition, a seminar open to the public entitled “Nordic Initiatives for Nuclear Abolition” will be held on the same day in a conference room of the Nobel Institute from 7-8.30pm, moderated by Stein Tonnesson, Director of PRIO. Speakers will be Steffen Kongstad, Director General of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Sverre Lodgard, Senior Research Fellow, NUPI; and Henrik Salander, Chair of the Middle Powers Initiative.
Mr. Hirotsugu Terasaki, Vice President of Soka Gakkai for Peace Affairs, commented: “The recent meeting between Russian President Dmitri Medvedev and US President Barack Obama and their agreement to draw up a new deal on nuclear disarmament strikes an important step toward hope. As the 2010 NPT Review Conference draws closer, the challenge of achieving abolition nuclear weapons is at a crucial juncture—civil society must also do all it can to push for real progress.”
The exhibition’s 36 panels highlight the dire realities of nuclear weapons, the pitfalls of a militarized way of thinking and the human needs that could be met by reducing spending on weapons. The exhibition was created by Soka Gakkai International (SGI), which has a 50-year track record of efforts for nuclear disarmament and recently launched the People’s Decade for Nuclear Abolition (http://www.peoplesdecade.org).
The exhibition has been shown to date in over 50 cities in 12 countries, including New York, Malaysia, Canada and New Zealand’s “Beehive” parliament building. In April 2008, it was shown at the UN Office at Geneva in conjunction with the second session of the Preparatory Committee of the NPT. It is available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Serbian and Macedonian, with Italian, Finnish and Japanese versions also underway.
Other groups supporting the exhibition showing and seminar are: No to Nuclear Weapons (NTA), Norwegian Physicians Against Nuclear Weapons (NLA) affiliated with International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, the Norwegian Pugwash Committee, the Norwegian Atlantic Committee (NAC) and the United Nations Association of Norway.

SGI is a Buddhist association with 12 million members in over 190 countries and territories around the world. Its efforts to promote peace, culture and education are part of the longstanding tradition of Buddhist humanism.
The exhibition is open from 4pm to 7pm on Tuesday April 14. Between April 15 and 22, opening hours are from 8am to 7pm on weekdays, 11am to 5pm on Saturday 18 and 12 noon to 5pm on Sunday 19. Entrance to the Radhusgalleriet is from the sea side.
