DRAFT     

Dear Mayor,

Today the world counts an estimated 26,000 nuclear warheads. According to the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientist this arsenal carries the equivalent explosive power of over 200,000 Hiroshima bombs. 

On October 31st Mayors for Peace welcomed the endorsement of the 2nd world conference of the largest and most widely recognised mayoral association, the United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG). In its final declaration the UCLG conference supports the Mayors for Peace campaign to eliminate weapons of mass destruction and calls on all nation states and armed groups to cease considering cities as military objectives – ‘cities are not targets’. 

In 2007 the international network of Mayors for Peace celebrates its 25th anniversary. The network was founded in 1982 during a UN Special Session on Disarmament by the Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

In 2003 Mr. Tadatoshi Akiba, the Mayor of Hiroshima and President of Mayors for Peace, launched the 2020 Vision Campaign. The 2020 Vision Campaign aims to eliminate all nuclear weapons by 2020. 

With the 2020 Vision Campaign we support new multinational efforts towards a global ban of nuclear weapons. A commitment of the Nuclear Weapons States within the framework of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (Article VI), confirmed by the International Court of Justice in The Hague on July 8th 1996.  

The 2020 Vision is gathering growing support and membership quadrupled since 2003. On November 1st 2007 the  network has 1,848 members in 124 countries. 

By January 1st 2008 the network aims to have 2,020 members. With this letter we encourage you to demonstrate solidarity and leadership by joining Mayors for Peace, preferably before the end of 2007. Please find the registration form attached.

Let us work together for a world free of all nuclear weapons. 

Sincerely, 




























